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In this new volume, the authors argue that the incremental
changes during the last decade have resulted in a revolutionary
change in U.S. Immigration policy. Today, immigration rules
favor the wealthy and the skilled, while emphasizing
restrictions against the poor and removals for those convicted
of even minor crimes. New rules have also blurred the
distinctions between “immigrants” and “non-immigrants,” and
persons who were admitted temporarily to work now make up

the single largest source of permanent residents.

Contemporary Immigration Policles and the
Shaping of Asian American Communities

Asian immigrants and Asian American communities have felt
these changes dramatically. In the past ten years, migration
from Asia has shifted from family reunification preferences to
employment-based preferences, and the clear majority of
migrants coming to work in the United States are also from
Asia. At the same time, all newcomers face increasing threats
of deportation and other forms of social, economic, and
political vulnerability. Probationary Americans traces the
recent history of U.S. immigration law and shows how it is
shaping the political and economic fortunes of Asians and
Edward J. W. Park and John S. W. Park other major immigrant groups in the United States.
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